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sition of the four acres now occupied, which appeared en-
tirely satisfactory, but when called on to execute the plan
in legal form he declines absolutely, and for the present we
are compelled to remain where we are, in the midst of
smoke, or lose the ground we now occupy. Here, again, I
am compelled to wait, and this seems to be my destiny in
all things. But I do not complain and will not. If God
will only give me to feel that his own hand guides, I am
willing to follow.

o

It now became evident that there was no hope
of making any arrangement for the removal of the
observatory without giving up the ground on which
it stood, and procuring a new location, which, in view
of the rise in the value of surrounding real estate,
would cost considerable money if purchased. Pro-
fessor MitchePs means had been invested largely
in railroad property, which had depreciated and had
temporarily ceased to give him any income. His
children were grown, but had not yet become inde-
pendent, and at no time in his life did lie have need
of a larger income. Mrs. Mitchel required his whole
attention, thus keeping him, in a measure, from the
lecture field, and, indeed, he was in no way situ-
ated to undertake the erection of a new observatory
building.

The trustees of the Dudley Observatory had offered
him a house and some salary. At Albany he would
not be so far from points to which he could make
short trips for the purpose of lecturing, and thus
avoid long absence from home. Added to all this,
Mrs. Mitchel was very anxious to be again on the
banks of the Hudson Eiver, where she had passed
her girlhood, and her wish, especially in her sad con-
dition, was considered first by her husband.e
